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Q1 

Full Name 

Shirlynn LaChapelle 
Q4 

Office Sought 

Maple Grove City Council 
Q5 

How long have you lived in your community? 

37 years 
Q6 

Are you a Homeowner or Renter? 

Homeowner 
Q7 

Do you own other real property (e.g. Business, Cabin, Investment, or Rental Property)? If so, which? No 

Q8 

Describe your civic and/or community engagement. 

Past member IDS 279 Multiculture Disability Aware Committee, Community Health events with Health Fair 11 at MG Community  
Center, Member of Atty General's Drug Pricing Task Force, Past NAR At Home with Diversity Trainer, Board member Solid Ground, Hennepin 
Cty, JDAI Steering Committee, volunteered on building Habitat for Humanity Home, Volunteered in Kenya, East Africa with the Minneapolis 
Fire Dept and Allina helping with disaster training and starting clinics, and donation of medical supplies. Past HCMC Biomedical Ethics 
Committee member and Diversity Trainer, Member of NdCad's board of directors, and MDH Healthy People 2030 work group. 
Q11 

Please list any notable supporters or groups of supporters for your campaign 

Al McFarlane Insight News, Roxanne Givens, Sharon Sund, Sherrie Pugh, Black Women Rising, Unanimous vote of Support from DFL SD 34, Bonnie 
Weslin, Kristin Bonner, and Dr. Ron Jankow of Health Care for All. 
Q12 

Briefly, share your goal(s), if elected? 

My goals as a member of the MG city council include helping to make MG a more inclusive city representative of its diverse population and to 
use all of my talents to continue the great work and improve the lives of our citizens as we navigate this most difficult financial and public health 
crisis. With the rest of the Council working to find creative ways to balance the budget while meeting the needs of our city. I love Maple Grove 
and am proud to call it home, and want to have a hand in its future growth and development. 
Q13 

What are the most important housing challenges facing your community? 

Affordable housing is one. Many people who work in MG, and rent her are unable to afford to purchase here. More programs to increase 
affordability would be helpful. MG has the proud distinction of being the first senior-friendly suburb in the state. 
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Q14 

REALTORS(R) hold Diversity, Equity and Inclusion as core values. What does Diversity, Equity and Inclusion mean to you? What 
could your community do program wise or on the policy front to further these efforts?  

As a person of color and a diversity trainer, the importance of equity and inclusion is essential for the health and well-being of everyone in a 
community. One thing that would help would be to have a more representative city council, and hiring more persons of color to the police and 
fire department. IDS 279 neds to hire more teachers of color. Inherent bias testing and training is needed to help aleviate and dismantle the 
systemic racism existing both here and nationally. Policy change will happen when persons around the table with different life experiences are 
in leadership positions and have input in the development of equitable policies that promote positive change.. 
Q15 

How do you think the city can best balance the rights of tenants and property owners to effectively manage rental housing? 

This is important for everyone. We were all renters once. Citizen's advisory groups made of renters and homeowners coming together to work 
on solutions is always the best plan. No one must feel unwelcomed, no heard, or unimportant. Make everyone part of the solution. Look for 
ways to help meet the needs of both and to help renters transition into homeowners through specially designed programs including 
homeownership education. 
Q16 

What are your views on property tax rates in your community? Do you have concerns related to the city's property tax rate? If so, 
how would you address those concerns once elected? 

Property taxes are something no one likes but are necessary for the schools and other services that make cities livable and enjoyable. Because of 
the financial crisis brought on by Covid-19, many cities, counties, and states are in a financial crisis. There may have to be some short term creative 
solutions on raising revenues, which may include an increase in our taxes in order to balance the budget and maintain services. These tax 
referendums can be rolled back after the crisis is over. Meetings and public hearings are essential so citizens will not feel blind-sided and will 
understand why these changes are necessary. People must be allowed to have a say as solutions are decided. 
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