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Page 1: Government Affairs Committee - Candidate Selection Survey 2020 

Q1 

Full Name 

Sean Hayford Oleary 
Q4 

Office Sought 

Richfield City Council Ward 2 
Q5 

How long have you lived in your community? 

8 years 
Q6 

Are you a Homeowner or Renter? 

Homeowner 

Q7 

Do you own other real property (e.g. Business, Cabin, Investment, or Rental Property)? If so, which? No 

Q8 

Describe your civic and/or community engagement. 

Richfield Planning Commission, member and chair, 2015-present  

Richfield Transportation Commission, bike-walk liaison, 2013-present  

Richfield Human Rights Commission, member and chair, 2013-2015  

Friends of the Richfield Bandshell, board member, 2019-present  

Richfield League of Women Voters, member, 2019-present  

Richfield Bike Advocates and 66th St for All, chair/organizer, 2012-present  

Streets.mn, board member, 2016-2018 
Q11 

Please list any notable supporters or groups of supporters for your campaign 

Debbie Goettel, Hennepin County Commissioner  
Maria Regan Gonzalez, mayor of Richfield  
Kathryn Quam, chair of Richfield Planning Commission  
Ted Weidenbach, fmr. char of Richfield Transportation Commission 
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Q12 

Briefly, share your goal(s), if elected? 

1. Work to expand our city government's openness, accessibility, and representation — getting more diversity in who represents  
Richfield on our boards and commissions, and working to make public input more straightforward and honest  

2. Continue our work on safe streets by making neighborhood and side streets safer (slowing cars, and making sure everyone can safely walk, 
bike, or drive)  

3. Support construction of new housing, preservation of naturally occurring affordable housing, and renovation of existing homes. 
Q13 

What are the most important housing challenges facing your community? 

1. We continue to have limited choice in types of housing available — so much of Richfield grew in the immediate post-war era, so we have 
a great number of starter single-family homes, but more limited options for larger houses and multi-family options.  

2. We have become a hot real estate market, in large part because of the availability of many homes available at prices first-time buyers 
can afford. Conversely, this demand has driven up prices and caused them to be less affordable to the very same buyers.  

3. We have a lot of naturally occurring affordable [rental] housing. Some of it is in need of investment; however, there is real fear of a 
dramatic flip and loss off affordability like what occurred at Crossroads at Penn. 
Q14 

REALTORS(R) hold Diversity, Equity and Inclusion as core values. What does Diversity, Equity and Inclusion mean to you? What 
could your community do program wise or on the policy front to further these efforts?  

1. I have been working for greater equity and inclusion in Richfield since my time on the Human Rights Commission. I helped create a 
system for us to track demographics of who gets appointed to Richfield commissions, allowing us to identify which communities we are doing a 
better or worse job of representing. Additionally, we worked to identify barriers that prevent younger people, people of color, and renters from 
participating. I want to continue that work as Council member, working to get broader and more inclusive involvement.  

2. We must work to ensure housing is available at all income levels — including everything from market-rate condos and apartments 
toincome-restricted affordable housing. You can't be included if you can't find a place to live. 
Q15 

How do you think the city can best balance the rights of tenants and property owners to effectively manage rental housing? 

We should be focused on areas where tenants are uniquely vulnerable — we should not using policies to strongarm existing property owners to 
do our affordable housing work for us.  

For example, I would support:  

1. Restrictions on rental screening criteria that are shown to be discriminatory and/or be a poor indicator of ability to pay rent on time.  

2. Notice of sale with reasonable time for tenants to find alternatives and plan.  

I would not support rent control (other than LIHTC and similar buildings that received subsidies and agreed to rental price restrictions).  
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If we wish to ensure specific rents, we should do so by offering programs to subsidize those rents.  

I remain uncertain about just-cause nonrenewal issues, and would be very open to hearing from your members about their perspective on it. 
With no limitation, it can result in families unfairly losing housing with little notice. However, the policies I have seen so fair seem unfair to the 
property owners by essentially giving the tenant an indefinite lease that they have exclusive control over. We need to find a balance here. 
Q16 

What are your views on property tax rates in your community? Do you have concerns related to the city's property tax rate? If so, 
how would you address those concerns once elected? 

I believe Richfielders get a good value for what they pay today in property taxes. However, I do not believe continuing to tax homeowners more 
and more is a sustainable way to address rising costs of running our city. We need to focus on growing our tax base through new development -- 
when we grow, we have more neighbors and businesses to share the cost of running our city. 
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