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Q1 

Full Name 

Chris LaTondresse 
Q4 

Office Sought 

Hennepin County Commissioner District 6 

Q5 

How long have you lived in your community? 

Longtime resident of Hopkins, Minnesota (24 years) 

Q6 

Are you a Homeowner or Renter? 

Homeowner 
Q7 

Do you own other real property (e.g. Business, Cabin, Investment, or Rental Property)? If so, which? No 

Q8 

Describe your civic and/or community engagement. 

Hopkins School Board, Vice-Chair  
Upstream Youth Homelessness Project, Steering Comm.  
Hopkins Comprehensive Plan, Advisory Committee 

Q11 

Please list any notable supporters or groups of supporters for your campaign 

Dozens of state and local leaders and organizations.  
Complete list at: www.latondresse.org/endorsements 

Q12 

Briefly, share your goal(s), if elected? 

I'm running for Hennepin County Commissioner because with a $2.5 billion budget that touches the lives of 1 in 5 Minnesotans, we need leaders 
who believe in the power of government to improve people's lives—and a proven track record of getting that done.   

I served in the Obama Administration on the President’s team at USAID, bringing diverse stakeholders together—from the private sector to 
faith-based and civil society groups—to fight hunger and strengthen global food security.   

As Vice-Chair of the Hopkins School Board, I’ve led our district through the COVID-19 crisis, remotely educating and feeding 6,000 students in a 
$100 million per year public institution—while balancing our budget to keep our district strong for years to come.  
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I’ve also brought a new program to end youth homelessness to our district through evidence-based early intervention; it serves as a model for 
what’s possible across Hennepin County and the State of Minnesota, as policymakers look to scale it up in the years ahead.  

As Commissioner, I will prioritize stabilizing the county budget and reimagining government on the other side of the COVID-19 pandemic through 
smart upstream investments in affordable housing, healthcare, and transportation. I will take bold action to reduce racial disparities in our 
criminal justice system, starting with breaking down silos between our human services and public safety lines of business, increasing 
collaboration, and reallocating resources where necessary. Finally, I will provide leadership on climate change and protecting our natural 
resources, from Lake Minnetonka to Minnehaha Falls—and everywhere in between. 
Q13 

What are the most important housing challenges facing your community? 

Every Minnesotan deserves a place to call home. Access to stable and affordable housing is one of the greatest predictors of health, educational 
outcomes, and opportunity. I will prioritize:  

1) Affordable Housing: Protecting naturally occurring affordable housing and forging strong public-private partnerships to build more 
new affordable housing.  

2) Ending homelessness: Smart upstream investments in homelessness prevention (see: Upstream Project) and help move those 
experiencing homelessness toward housing stability.   

3) Property Taxes: Ensuring Hennepin County property taxes are not a burden to those on fixed incomes (especially senior citizens) aging 
in place. 
Q14 

REALTORS(R) hold Diversity, Equity and Inclusion as core values. What does Diversity, Equity and Inclusion mean to you? What 
could your community do program wise or on the policy front to further these efforts?  

We get so many things right here in the Land of 10,000 Lakes, but it's also clear that we have work to do to ensure the promise of the Minnesota 
Miracle is shared by all. As Vice-Chair of the Hopkins School Board, I am leading efforts in our district to eliminate racial disparities in our public 
school system. Hennepin County recently declared racism a public health crisis, which is a step in the right direction. I applaud the efforts of the 
Minneapolis Area Realtors to advance these important conversations, and the needed change these conversations can produce. 

Q15 

How do you think the city can best balance the rights of tenants and property owners to effectively manage rental housing? 

In the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, I believe we need a balanced approach that recognizes the extreme hardship faced by many tenants and 
property owners alike. I support Governor Walz’s decision to ban evictions (with some exceptions) during this public health emergency, but I also 
believe these actions need to be matched with emergency funding to support both tenants and property owners. As Commissioner, I'll be an ally 
in ensuring our Federal, State, and Local governments hold up their end of the deal in a way that benefits both tenants and owners. 

Q16 

What are your views on property tax rates in your community? Do you have concerns related to the city's property tax rate? If so, 
how would you address those concerns once elected? 

I think Hennepin County largely strikes the right balance on property taxes. I'm open to exploring property tax relief for those on fixed incomes—
veterans, people with disabilities, and senior citizens—to help folks stay in their homes, or participate in homeownership in the first place. 
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