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Screening criteria to be made available 

Draft II requires that before accepting applications for rental housing the landlord must make 

readily available to all applicants the landlord’s rental screening criteria in as much detail as 

feasible. This is a change; draft I did not contain this provision.  

Inclusive screening criteria 
A landlord must either conduct the individualize assessment or apply inclusive screening 

criteria.  

Criminal history 

Draft II contains the same (6) initial categories of adjudication that would not disqualify a 

potential tenant.  

Lengthened look back periods 

Misdemeanor look back periods are lengthened from 2 to 3 years from the sentencing date.  

Felony look back periods are lengthened from 5 to 7 years with exceptions for controlled 

substances act, or offenses that would mandate denial of federally assisted housing, or sex 

offender registry. 

More Serious Felony look back period is added, and the period is 10 years from sentencing date 

for first-degree assault, first-degree arson, or aggravated robbery.  

Credit history 

Drops the 500-credit score  

Credit score itself cannot form the basis for the denial. Although information in the credit report 

directly relevant to fitness as a tenant can be relied upon by a landlord. 

Insufficient credit history itself cannot form the basis of a denial. Unless the applicant in bad faith 

withholds credit history information that might otherwise form the basis for a denial.  



Rental history 

Eviction information excluded from denial where:  

• The action was dismissed or resulted in a judgement for the applicant.  

• Was settled with no judgment or writ of recovery issued (1) or more years prior to 

application. 

• Was settled with judgement against applicant that was entered (3) three years or 

more years prior to application.  

• Insufficient rental history alone is not sufficient unless applicants in bad faith 

withholds information that would otherwise form the basis for a denial.  

• If landlord uses three times minimum income test the landlord must allow an 

exception to that test where the applicant can demonstrate a history of 

successful rent payment with an income less than three (3) times rent.  

Individualized Assessment 
A landlord that applies screening criteria that are more prohibitive than the inclusive screening 

criteria set forth herein must conduct an ‘Individualized Assessment.” In evaluating an applicant 

using individualized assessment, a landlord must accept and consider all supplemental 

evidence provided with a completed application to explain, justify, or negate the relevance of 

potentially negative information revealed by screening. Supplemental evidence refers to any 

written information submitted by the applicant in addition to that provided on the landlord’s form 

application that the applicant believes to be relevant to the applicant’s predicted performance as 

a tenant. When evaluating the effect of supplemental evidence on a landlord’s decision of 

acceptance or denial of an applicant, the landlord must also consider:  

 

(1) The nature and severity of the incidents that would lead to a denial;  

(2) The number and type of the incidents;  

(3) The time that has elapsed since the date the incidents occurred; and  

(4) The age of the individual at the time the incidents occurred.  

  



Denials 

Must notify within 14 days of rejecting application and notification shall include the following: 

a. The basis for denial; and  

b. The supplemental evidence, if any, that the landlord considered and an explanation of 

the reasons that the supplemental evidence did not adequately compensate for the 

factors that informed the landlord’s decision to reject the application. The notification 

shall be in writing and retained by the landlord for a period of two (2) years. A landlord 

shall provide a copy to the department of regulatory services upon request of the director 

of regulatory services or the director's designee.  

The ordinance also includes sections on Exceptions, Enforcement, Severability, and the 

effective date of June 1, 2020 which are omitted here for the purposes of brevity in this 

summary draft, but those provisions do exist and function in the draft (see draft).  

Security Deposits and Pet Deposits  
No landlord may charge more than (1) single months rent as a security deposit. 

If the lease requires more than (1) single month’s rent and security deposit upfront then the 

security deposit may not be more than (1/2) months rent.  In this case, it requires landlords to 

accept (3) month installment payments of security deposits.  

Pet deposit not to exceed 25% of (1) month’s rent is dropped from this draft.  

An exception is provided for transaction between landlords and non-profit service providers or 

government agencies in that case the maximum security deposit is (1 ½) months rent.  


